RUDVIN, Mette

Mette Rudvin completed her studies at the universities of Oslo, Oxford and Warwick and holds a PhD in Translation Studies. She has been teaching at the University of Bologna since 1996, first as a contract lecturer at the school for translators and interpreters (SSLiMIT) and subsequently as a tenured researcher/lecturer at the department of modern languages and literature (now LILEC). Dr. Rudvin has taught a variety of subjects related to English language, literature, translation and dialogue interpreting and has published widely nationally and internationally, specialising the last decade or so in the field of Community Interpreting (and ‘Mediazione Lingusitica’). Her most recent co-authored books include a manual on teaching interpreting in the workplace (Palgrave MacMillan), an edited volume on legal interpreting in Italy and a manual (forthcoming) for legal interpreters. She is coordinating a Region-wide project on interpreting in the legal sector in Italy (Legaii). She also works occasionally as a community- and legal interpreter and translator between Italian, English and Urdu.
BENENATI, Giovanni

Giovanni Benenati was the Italian Cultural Attaché for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 1983 to 2000. He was stationed in Amman, Jordan, but was also responsible for Palestinian Relations as well as being actively involved in diplomatic and cultural relations between Italy and the Near and Middle East, especially Iraq, Syria and Lebanon. He has a vast diplomatic experience in this area. During his time in Jordan he organized, coordinated and activated numerous cultural events and projects, in particular projects and agreements between Italian and Arab universities. 

Mr. Benenati studied Oriental languages and Literature at the University of Venice, specializing in Islamic Law and Arabic Language and Literature. He wrote his undergraduate thesis in 1983 on Islamic Law. Since returning to Italy in 2000 Mr. Benenati has worked as a consultant in the private business sector and a consultant for UNIMED, a consortium of Mediterranean universities. In 2005, thanks to his command of the Arabic language and to his knowledge of Near/Middle east culture and politics, Mr. Benenati began teaching at the University of Bologna, initially in Ravenna and later in Bologna. Since then he has taught numerous courses of Arabic language, philology, literature and culture at the University of Bologna. He has been invited to speak at numerous conferences and seminars in Italy on the Middle and Near East and on matters relating to Islam.

